
The History and Mystery of Ice Age Art 

In this course we will focus on the many forms of the oldest art created by early humans. We 

will survey the history of the discoveries and theories of the art of the Ice Age, also known as 

the Paleolithic period, from 39,000-10,000 years ago in France and Spain. We will explore the 

evidence of the culture of Cro-Magnon humans and how that culture changed over 29,000 

years. 

There are many mysteries about caves and their art. In fact, there are more mysteries than 

answers. We will look at some of them: Why are there so few depictions of humans and how 

are they depicted? Why is so much of the art in the deepest, darkest part of the caves? What 

can we learn about the abstract signs and the hand prints with missing fingers? Was there a 

straight-line evolution of the art techniques through the 29,000 years? Where is the oldest art? 

Why did the cave art stop being made about 10,000 years ago? 

During the 8 weeks we will examine cave life in the Ice Age, the saga of the discovery of the 

cave paintings, and the oldest signs of human creativity. We will also review the wide range of 

techniques mastered by Paleolithic artists as well as the exciting new findings about the art and 

the latest hit parade of theories on the meaning of the art.  

There will be handouts distributed in class. No advance preparation or purchase is necessary for 

this course. 

Leader: Kay Widmer is an award–winning science teacher who has taught environmental and 
other sciences at all grade levels. She has a passionate interest in the deep past of human 
history.  
 
Wednesdays: 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon, 8 weeks: September 26 through November 14  
 
Location: Presbyterian Church of Lawrenceville  
 

   


